Create & laundry that's not just organised

designer extraordinaire Massimo Speroni
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from Massimo Interiors shares his expert
on laundry design elements,

colours and ea Sy [_}E_'.'-.',Z:IZ_ZII-E_-'.IrirI!Z_.] tips.
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ESSENTIAL LAUNDRY

DESIGN ELEMENT S

A laundry may noe be the mose glamorous
rowam in the house, ba i's sl importane. 1
yiou have o amily you're probably spending
abowr a third of vour life washing and sorting
clothes, =0 8 well-desiened laundey will noe
anly be acstherically pleasing baun funcrbomal
and praceical too,

As with any project, the first step is
organising and punging, If your laundry has
rurmed ineo vour ‘catch-all” room, s tme o
clean things cur. S with a fresh and clean
spaice s you can envision exactly what you
want tor ey, aned what vou have room to o,
Laumsdries rend o be on the smaller side so
keep ic light and bright — this is not the place w
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large wimBows and good light sources. A light
and bright room will feel airy, fresh and upbeat
for doing those slightly less-than-desirable tasks
1.'!-["‘1.'\.'Ii|"'|-' wheen done afrer dusk.

Mext, maximise the funcrion of the space. I
vius have the room, dedicate a space to have a
table surface. This will make folding and
organising clothes and linen much casier and
it down on the mess in the rest ur'ﬂ-u.- hioise.
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sorting space. The mone organisational options
vou have for laundry, the less last-minute
gathering and sorving vou will have m da,
Tl:.u.']:n:li,u your chuldren to sore their Lll.lll.d.r'.' 1%
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have an ensy-teeunderstand system, they will
b happy (and may even think it is fun!) to
sort their own clothes — just imagine how
much tme thar alone would save!

Utilise your wall space by sdding hanging
racks or built-in cahinets for storage of
unsightly detergent and bleach bores, A
single shelf can hold some thines, bur often,
products mulviply and beore you knaow i, you
have o massy, overcrowded shelf and vou can't
find vour fabric softener! Adding cabinets or
extra shelving can be done relatively
inexpensively and will add a nice design
element o the room,

Air circulation amd a dey environment are
of wemest importance where linen is stored
— maisture becomes rrapped in fabrics and
leads o musey adlours, midkdew o mould. Wine
sheelving allows air flow o reach every piece ol
linen tucked away, while kavered divors
permit air oo pass through even if you don'
open them, preventing moisture build-up
which beads wo musey conditons,

It wouw have room, install a washiub, Tt moy
seem unnecessary but it's a luxury that will
actually come in handy for soaking clothes
and will prevent you from having o use the
:"'l.l'lk. LW I"i“]'lt'.ll" T H.'\'.‘k. LH hill'll.l “'il."h i1|.'|'|L"".

Auld personal touches o your lmmdry decor.
It may seem like 3 waste of time as s a room
few people will see, but if nothing else, it will
ik o smible each nme vou enter! Whether
its ant, wallpaper or a chandelier - adding 2

stylish design element will elevate your laumdry
from hasic and boring o beauriful and srelish,

LAUNMDRY COLOUR

There is mo reason why “ugilicy” rooms like
laundries can’t be pretoy. Decorate your
laundry im & similar seyle w the rest of your
howse, pamicularly your kivchen, A home thar
flonws comiortably from one room bo the next
in sivle, charscoer and colour is more pleasing
to thee eye and mimd.

Inerior design by Hor Inlenors.

Laundry by IKEA wearw iloea com'au

Sealler mooms are great places to use colowr as 3 primary statement and
don't be afraid of bold, beautiful shades for your walls, Whether you prefer
paint or wallpaper, ake your style a nowch above vour comdom level and
experiment with a bolder version of your decor. Work from the colour

palette surrounding your Bundey and thien wse o shade that intensabes
thise colours for your new theme, I you bove lavender, consider painting
vour shelves purple to brighren the laundry,

Are and other wall accessories can add a bit more punch and
personality, Backsplash and floor eiles help wo create a cool environment
for your bwndry by adding texture and colour. An aren g can alio make
a significamt statement in a small space. I vou are worried abowt
durabilicy or water spills, ope for an ourdeor rug — they can liverally be
hosed down and are incredibly durable, Make vour laundey a beautiful,

light Blled space where funceion has been disguised as seyle!
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LAUNDRY DECORATING TIPS

In homes where space is limited, laundries are
integrated into the bathrogm or kitchen, and in

some ¢ases, also double as a home office or craft
o, Since we spend so much time in the laundry
it's e homeoswners put some effort into creating a
Spall JUsl as aesthaticalhy I:EIlE‘-ZI-S-II'Ig and functional as
the kitchen and bathroom. When it comes 1o lawndry
decorating, start by visualising your matenals like
water-rasistant ceramic counters and stone floor tiles,
which are & smart alternative 1o standard, run-gf-the-mill
tiles because they are easy 10 clean and durable. In
addition to a washer and drver, consider adding these
five great elements when you design an organised
and funcional @undry rogm.

1. Custom Cabinets Not only do custom-built cabinets
provide storage for cleaning supplies such as detergent,
bleach and more, they can also be as decorative as the
rest of vour home's intenor. With custom cabinetry, you
can get door and draweer fronts to match the style of any
rooem incyour home or greg your laundny it5 own unigue
styla. If your laundry is a mult-purpose rogm, yow can
imstall custom door fronts to cover your washer and
dryer when nat in use, In addition to storing pullout
laundry baskets and an ironing board, you can also

gel shelves deep enough 1o serve as a lingn closet

2, Clothing Rods Similar 10 a custom wardrobe,
ingtalling a clothes rod provides a place to hang
shirs and delicates straight from the dryer or 10
hang garments as you won, For those who prefer 1o
ar-dry thenr clothes, install a deuble hanging red in a
custom-built system, which also prondes additional
storage when not drying clothes. If you have limited
space, use a pullout garment rod, which will perform
the same duty,

3. Counters and Cubbies Getting counters with
diffarant heights will help yvou perform different tasks,

If wou have front loading machines, the top of them will
provide counter space that works well for folding, If you
have a sink in your lundry, 8 920mm hesght is the norm
for sink counters, which provides additional surface area
for falding, hand washing and other tasks. Installing law
cubbies with one for each member of the family can
encourage kids to retnave clean laundry themsealwas.

4, Slatwalls Commonly used for garage storage

1o vartically bang car care, yard tools and spors
equipment, slatwalls also wark weall in the laundry
raoem, espacially if space is limited. With the latest
sleek designs, slatwalls allow you to hang dirty laundry
bags, cleaning tools like brooms or mops, and you can
also store laundry supplies in various sized baskets that
hook nio the wall

5. Decorative and Task Lighting Lighting is an
impartant functicnal and sccent element for any room,
Design-wise, choosing the right lighting fixture will top
off the look of a laundry room = whether its country,
rddedn of any othed styla. Installing task hghting such
as under-cabinet or shelf ights will previde functional
wsa sinca thay illurminate spacihic work zonas.
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